NCDDR Workshop for NIDRR Grantees and Staff

October 23, 2008

Holiday Inn – National Airport (Arlington, VA)

Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses of Single-subject 
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Presenters: 
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WHEN: Thursday, October 23, 2008 (7:30 AM breakfast; 8:00 AM-12:00 PM)

WHERE: Holiday Inn – National Airport, 2650 Jefferson Davis Highway • Arlington, Virginia 22202 • Phone: (703) 684-7200. Please call the Holiday Inn directly to reserve a  sleeping room @ $209/night (request government rate).

WHAT: This workshop for NIDRR-funded grantees and staff will highlight the rationale for and potential contributions of systematic reviews and meta-analysis of SSEDs, and discuss issues related to how syntheses of SSEDs differ from traditional systematic reviews and meta-analyses. The workshop will be at an introductory level for current researchers, although our presenters will respond to questions from participants at any level.

HOW MUCH? There is no charge for registration; however, participants are responsible for their own travel/lodging arrangements and costs. A continental breakfast and refreshments will be provided. Workshop space is limited to 30 participants on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Register here: http://survey.sedl.org/efm/wsb.dll/s/1g3b
NOTE: Within one business day, the NCDDR will confirm grantees' registration or offer a spot on a waiting list.

QUESTIONS? For questions about the content of the workshop, please contact Joann Starks. For questions about the hotel/logistics/accessibility needs, please contact Lin Harris at the NCDDR: 800-266-1832.

Abstract

This workshop will provide an overview on how to conduct a systematic review and meta-analysis of single-subject experimental designs (SSEDs). SSEDs typically rely on within-subject experimental controls and use of time series data to establish the effectiveness of an intervention (Kennedy, 2005). The adoption of evidence-based practice (EBP) in disability, health care and rehabilitation fields demands that practitioners do not rely on any one individual study but rather the aggregated evidence from a synthesis of studies using SSEDs. In EBP, systematic reviews and meta-analysis of SSEDs constitute one of the most persuasive forms of scientific evidence (Schlosser, 2003). Analog to the meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials (Sackett et al., 2000), meta-analyses of SSEDs rank higher on evidence hierarchies than an individual SSED (Schlosser & Raghavendra, 2004).

In this workshop we will highlight the rationale for and potential contributions of systematic reviews and meta-analysis of SSEDs, and discuss issues related to how syntheses of SSEDs differ from traditional systematic reviews and meta-analyses. In particular, this workshop will focus on:

· Reviewing the steps of conducting a systematic review/meta-analysis with respect to the particular characteristics of SSEDs

· Designing a review protocol that fits SSEDs following Campbell Collaboration Guidelines

· Introducing appropriate “effect size” metrics for the statistical aggregation of intervention outcomes

· Discussing strategies that foster accurate implementation of “effect size” metrics

· Sharing tools for quality appraisal of individual SSEDs

· Appropriate channels for dissemination of systematic reviews/meta-analyses of SSEDs

Objectives

After completion of this workshop participants will be able to:

· Describe the benefits of conducting a systematic review of SSEDs

· Know the key differences in systematic review methodology of group versus single subject designs

· Demonstrate knowledge on recent developments related to the statistical synthesis and analysis as well as quality appraisal of SSEDs

· Delineate strategies for fostering accurate and reliable implementation of “effect size” metrics.

· Specify appropriate outlets and channels for the dissemination of SSED systematic reviews

About the Presenters 

Ralf W. Schlosser, Ph.D., is a Professor and Chair of the Department of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology at Northeastern University. He is also the Director of Clinical Research at the Center for Communication Enhancement, Children’s Hospital Boston at Waltham. He has published several systematic reviews and meta-analyses of single-subject research, and conducted original single-subject experiments to study the effectiveness of augmentative and alternative communication. He is a current NIDRR grantee and former Distinguished Switzer Fellow, as well as a Fellow of the American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD) and the American Speech-Language and Hearing Association (ASHA). In addition, together with Dr. Jeff Sigafoos, he is a joint editor of Evidence-Based Communication Assessment and Intervention. Dr. Schlosser is actively involved in the Education Coordinating Group of the Campbell Collaboration (C2), and he serves as co-chair of the C2's new Disability Subgroup.

Oliver Wendt, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor in Special Education, and Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at Purdue University. He teaches graduate courses on assistive technology, autism spectrum disorders, severe disabilities and single-subject research methods. His professional preparation is in early intervention for children with developmental disabilities. Dr. Wendt has conducted several systematic reviews and meta-analyses of single-subject experiments and is currently investigating non-regression-based procedures for effect size calculations in single-subject research. He is an active member in the Education Coordinating Group and the Methods Group of the Campbell Collaboration. Dr. Wendt serves as chair of the C2's new Special Education Subgroup.
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