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Many NIDRR grantees have been using their sites on the
World Wide Web as a vehicle for sharing significant
research outcomes with a wide variety of audiences. The
NCDDR has observed over the past few years that such
use has increased to include many full text documents
that are available free of charge. Online dissemination
provides easy access and is a low-cost way to provide
information to many consumers.

However, it would require a great deal of time and
determination for a person to visit each NIDRR grantee’s
Web site to search for this valuable information.
Responding to the need to access NIDRR-funded online
research information, we have compiled a searchable
online database, the NCDDR Electronic Library. It
serves as a portal to selected disability-related research
outcomes and information that:

• have been produced through NIDRR-funded
grant activity, and

• are currently available on NIDRR grantees’
Web sites.

The NCDDR Electronic Library is available at:
http://www.ncddr.org/forms/registrysearch.html 

Some NIDRR grantees have prepared information for
consumers in languages other than English. The NCDDR
also developed a second electronic library to facilitate
access to information in Spanish that has been produced
through NIDRR grant activity and is available through
NIDRR grantees’ Web sites. The Biblioteca Electrónica
del NCDDR is modeled after the Electronic Library, but
it is not a direct translation. The documents were
produced by grantees for the benefit of Spanish-speaking
consumers and cover a wide range of topics. Several of
the Spanish documents do have an English equivalent in
the Electronic Library. In order to help Spanish-

speaking visitors find the information they need, a
Glosario (Glossary) was prepared to clarify some of the
topics used to categorize information.  

The Biblioteca Electrónica del NCDDR is available at:
http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/index.html

On the NCDDR Homepage, http://www.ncddr,org/, the
libraries are available through these links (see Figure 1):

Both the Electronic Library and the Biblioteca
Electrónica can also be reached through links found at
the top of each Web page, below the NCDDR header (see
Figure 2). 

Resources appearing in the English and Spanish
electronic libraries reflect only a portion of the disability
research outcomes that have been produced by any
NIDRR grantee. The Electronic Library is updated on a
weekly basis. Reviewing Web sites to locate new online
resources produced by over 400 grantees results in a
constantly changing base of resources.

As of July 1, 2003, there were over 1,200 resources in
the Electronic Library and more than 250 entries in the
Biblioteca Electrónica. 
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Figure 2
Web page heading with links to Electronic Library.
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Figure 1
Search icon on NCDDR Web site homepage.
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The NCDDR staff attempt to ensure that resources
included in the Electronic Library are available for
access. Entries with links that are not working are
removed until a functional link is identified. The software
used for the NCDDR Electronic Library and Biblioteca
Electrónica databases is MySQL®, an open source
database. Information about MySQL® can be found at
the Web site: http://www.mysql.com/

How the NCDDR’s Electronic Library and
Biblioteca Electrónica Are Organized

Each of the libraries is searchable through a separate
database on the NCDDR’s Web site. Individual records
for each resource include: 

• Title
• Author(s) (if available) 
• URI (Uniform Resource Identifier, or Web address

where the online item is found) 
• Alternate URI (PDF, Word, RTF, MP3, PPT, etc.) 
• Name of the NIDRR Grantee(s) sponsoring

development of the item
• Year Published (if known) 
• Whether or not the resource is available in full text

Within each database, articles are coded according to
topic categories and subcategories to aid in searching.
NCDDR staff review each article to identify the categories
and subcategories that will help visitors find information
that is useful to them. The list of current topics for the
NCDDR Electronic Library can be reviewed at:
http://www.ncddr.org/forms/registrytopic.html

The topic categories were taken from the REHABDATA
Thesaurus, 6th Edition published online by the National
Rehabilitation Information Center (NARIC, 1999). The
Thesaurus is available at:
http://www.naric.com/search/rhab/thesaurus/ 

The online resources provided by NIDRR grantees
include a variety of information types such as research
articles, newsletters, reports, and databases. Most are
available in HTML and some are available in the Adobe
Portable Document Format (PDF). Research funded
through NIDRR and the resources developed by grantees
are focused around these areas:

• Employment
• Health and Function
• Technology for Access and Function
• Independent Living and Community Integration
• Associated Disability Research
• Knowledge Dissemination and Utilization 
• Capacity Building for Rehabilitation Research
• State Technology Assistance 

How to Search the Electronic Library and
Biblioteca Electrónica

The NCDDR Electronic Library and Biblioteca
Electrónica are intended to be Web portals to facilitate
access to timely information that can be searched by
author, title, or topic. It is also possible to browse the
entire collection of resource items.
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Criteria for Including Resources in the Electronic Libraries
Following are the criteria for including a resource in the
Electronic Library and the Biblioteca Electrónica.
The resource must:

1. Represent an outcome of a NIDRR-funded 
grant activity and acknowledge this sponsorship. 

2. Represent substantive information and/or 
outcomes related to the NIDRR grant. 

3. Be accessible to viewers with disabilities. 
4. Have a specific URI to facilitate access to the 

individual online resource. 
5. Have a specific title and authorship (as 

appropriate) for the individual online resource. 
6. Represent information that is available online 

rather than a publication for purchase. 

The Electronic Library Submission Form found at
http://www.ncddr.org/forms/registryform.html is available
for people to suggest an online resource that meets the
criteria for inclusion:
http://www.ncddr.org/forms/criteria.html 

For the Biblioteca Electrónica, the item must be in the
Spanish language. The criteria for inclusion in the
Biblioteca Electrónica are available at:
http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/criterio.html

For suggesting Spanish entries, the form is Comentarios
para NCDDR, located at:
http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/comentarios.html



Search by Author/Autor
This search strategy allows you to locate resources by
the author’s last name (Figure 3).

All authors with the same last name will be displayed so
you may need to select from the resulting list of
resources. Many NIDRR grantees’ Web-based resources,
however, may not have a specific author or authors noted
so only a portion of the total resources can be located
through this search mechanism.

Search by Title/Título
You can search for a specific title or locate resources by
keyword in a Title search (Figure 4).

Using a keyword will bring up those entries that have the
keyword contained in the title. Other resources that may
address the topic area will not be displayed if the
keyword is not found in the title.

Search by Topic/Tema
A menu of terms allows you to locate resources by topical
areas (Figure 5). 

Each online resource has been coded with five topical
categories and subcategories to facilitate access. You

may review the entire list of categories in order to locate
an area of interest (Figure 6). 

The resources identified in your selected category will be
presented in a list of subcategories. By selecting a
subcategory, a list of entries will be available. Select the
URI to go directly to an item on a grantee’s Web site.

In Figure 7, five entries were found to match the category
“Community Integration” and the subcategory “Youth.”
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Figure 6
Electronic Library Web page for seeking by topic.Figure 3

Icons used by the Electronic Library and 
Biblioteca Electrónica to search by author.

Figure 5
Icons used by the Electronic Library and 
Biblioteca Electrónica to search by topic.

Figure 4
Icons used by the Electronic Library and 
Biblioteca Electrónica to search by title.

Figure 7
Electronic Library Web page demonstrating search results.



The NCDDR assists, through information and technical
assistance, NIDRR grantees with identifying and crafting
dissemination strategies. These strategies are designed to
meet the needs of a grantee’s unique target audience.
NCDDR also analyzes and reports on dissemination trends
relevant to disability research.

Focus: A Technical Brief from the National Center for
the Dissemination of Disability Research was produced
by the National Center for the Dissemination of
Disability Research (NCDDR) under grant
H133A990008-A from the National Institute on
Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) in the
U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special

Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS).
The Southwest Educational Development
Laboratory (SEDL) operates the NCDDR. SEDL
is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer and is committed to affording
equal employment opportunities for all individuals
in all employment matters. Neither SEDL nor the
NCDDR discriminate on the basis of age, sex,

race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, marital or veteran
status, or the presence of a disability. However, these contents do not necessarily
represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and you should not
assume endorsement by the Federal government.

View All Resources/Repase Todos los Recursos
A complete list of all resources is displayed alphabetically
(Figure 8). 

Due to the increasing number of records, browsing in this
fashion will be much more time-consuming than using
other search tools.

Introduction to the Biblioteca Electrónica

The Welcome page, http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/index.html,
introduces the Biblioteca Electrónica and provides links to
brief descriptions of the NCDDR, NIDRR and SEDL. There
are also descriptions of the criteria for including an article in
the Biblioteca, how to use the Biblioteca Electrónica, and
an introduction to the Glosario (Glossary).

The Welcome page includes a discussion of the NCDDR’s
preference for use of the Spanish term discapacidad for
‘disability,’ instead of terms such as incapacidad,
minusválido, and inválido. These words are common, but
disability advocates encourage their replacement in
Spanish-speaking cultures, similar to the way a word in
English such as handicapped is not supported by many
advocates. 

The list of topics for categories and subcategories used in
the Electronic Library was translated into Spanish by

NCDDR staff members for use with the Biblioteca
Electrónica. Representatives from several NIDRR grants
as well as representatives from Independent Living
Centers (ILCs) with larger numbers of Spanish-speaking
consumers were asked to review the list. The NIDRR
grantees and ILCs represented geographic locations with
Spanish speakers from a variety of backgrounds, to help
the NCDDR staff determine which words to use from the
many terms in Spanish that relate to disability issues and
concerns. Based on the feedback of these volunteers, the
translated list of approximately 150 terms was revised in
its current form. The topic list (Temas) is found at:
http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/el_registro/registrytopic.html

Because some of the
topics may have a more
specific meaning within
a disability context and
may be unique to the
United States, the
Glosario was created
to clarify the meaning of
some topics as well as
a preferred use of
terminology. The
Glosario should assist
in selecting the most
appropriate terms in a
translation activity. It is
available as a tool for
NIDRR grantees to use
when translating
resources into Spanish.
Available: 
http://www.ncddr.org/
espanol/glosario/
index.html

Available in alternate formats upon request.
© Copyright 2003
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Available online:   http://www.ncddr.org/du/products/focus/focus4/

The NCDDR thanks Ms. Patricia Andrade Smith, a university student who served as the NCDDR’s NIDRR Scholar in 2002, for translating the terms
in the Glosario. The NCDDR staff is also grateful to our NIDRR grantees and ILC volunteers, and to Mr. Víctor Rodríguez, a coworker at SEDL, for
their help at various stages of this translation project. 

Figure 8
Icons used by the Electronic Library and 

Biblioteca Electrónica to view all resources.

Aprenda más sobre:
(Learn more about:)

• NCDDR: ¿Quiénes Somos? 
(Who are we?)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/ncddr.html

• ¿Qué es el NIDRR?
(What is NIDRR?)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/nidrr.html

• SEDL: en Resúmen
(SEDL Overview)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/sedl.html

• Características de los Recursos 
de la Biblioteca Electrónica
(Characteristics of Resources 
in the Biblioteca Electrónica)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/
criterio.html

• Biblioteca Electrónica del 
NCDDR: ¿Cómo se Usa?
(How to use the NCDDR’s 
Biblioteca Electrónica)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/
usodelregistro.html

• Glosario de Temas de la 
Biblioteca Electrónica del NCDDR
(Glossary of Topics in the 
NCDDR’s Biblioteca Electrónica)

http://www.ncddr.org/espanol/
el_registro/index.html


